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Tel Beth-Shemesh Report #2

Sorry about the mix-up with the last posting, having forgotten to attach the

narrative to the pictures; hope I manage to do it right this time.

We were off on Saturday as is customary.  Frank, Faires and I made a casual trip

to the Old City of Jerusalem and enjoyed ourselves as we wandered through the streets of

the Old City.  It is always fascinating to see the sights, hear the sounds, and smell the

aromas (odors sometimes).  One stop that was VERY important was to the spice shop

where I purchased the requisite Zat’ar for Sharon and the Achzib dig.  It is a special

Arabic spice that is common in Arabic dishes and which can be used as an additive to

olive oil for dipping bread.  The kids in my excavation in Rose Bud love it.  The last stop

of the day before heading back to the camp was a beautiful view of the city of Jerusalem

from the supposed tomb of Samuel to the NW of the city.  It was the closest Richard the

Lion-Hearted ever got to the city of Jerusalem (photo #1).

Sunday was a regular dig day.  An additional find came to light relative to the

donkey burial which increases the viability that the burial was a ceremonial act.  There

was a layer of straw and ash laid deliberately in the base of the pit on top of which was

placed the plaster, then the donkey.  The straw and ash were sometimes used in ancient

societies as a cleansing agent (probably with some kinship to the role of the ashes of the

red heifer in Numbers, although the actual use of the ashes in Numbers is not described). 

The second photo is of me sweeping the platform for photographs.

Monday was a day off, used by the directors as a day of orientation.  What was
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somewhat unusual was that the Jews of the group were not with us.  It was Pentecost

(according to the Jews), but the Bible indicates that Pentecost should be on Sunday (Lev

23:15-21).   I wonder why the Jews celebrate it on Monday instead of Sunday (but I have

my opinions).  What is particularly odd to me though beyond that is that the Jews who do

not live in Israel are expected to celebrate Pentecost TWO days while those who live IN

Israel need only celebrate the day of Pentecost.  It matters not if the person happens to be

in Israel—it all depends on where the person lives (i.e., considers his/her home).  Hence

there were several of our group who did not come to the excavation either on Monday OR

Tuesday.

The week generally proceeds with minimal incident.  One of the significant small

finds we discovered was a small plaque figurine from the period of approximately 1300-

1200 BC (i.e., the Late Bronze Age II).  I’ve attached a photo of it.

On the weekend we picked up the remainder of our crew: Garry Hill of Valdosta,

GA; Jerry Culbertson of Sheridan, AR; and Kolin Sperle of Olathe, KS.  We began our

travels on Saturday going to see the ruins of Aphek where the Philistines captured the ark

of the covenant as recorded in Samuel.  The photo shows the remains of the palace that

was associated with the ruler of the town about the time that the Israelites enter the

country.  The excavation indicates that the palace was riddled with arrow heads,

indicative of the intensity of the fight.  It was thrilling to see the scene.  Aphek is also

connected with Paul in his travels, but in the NT it is know as Antipatris (cf. Acts 23:31).
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