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   To our beloved in the Lord who meet to remember our Redeemer together every first 

day of the week. Our warmest hello to all who share with us your blessings. Martha and I 

are doing well. The Good Lord has worked on our hearts so we are content. So far we 

have received a measure of health that allows us to move about.  

    In behalf of the churches here in Mexicali and Calexico, thanks are offered to God for 

your faithfulness in helping us and others to spread the Good Word of the Kingdom. 

    This month, a soul was added to the Lamb's Book of Life. Olivia Salazar was baptized

into Christ on the 25th of September. She was "raised in the church" but had put off 

obeying for reasons that do not make sense. She moved to Mexicali from Mexico City 

recently and since she did not have a place to stay, Martha and I decided to let her live 

with us. She is a registered nurse and is very intelligent. Her aunt, Sister Gloria Paulin 

from the El Centro church of Christ was instrumental in having her stay with us. Olivia 

got us by surprise when she told us she wanted to serve the Lord. She told us that she had 

put this off too long. She has been a delight to have with us. She is 37 years of age and 

single. We welcome her to God's Family. We hope and pray that she will use her talents to

help us here in Mexicali. 

    The church here in Mexicali prods on with its spiritual education. On Sundays we have 

begun our class from the Book of Haggai. Unlike, our class from Zechariah which was 

highly symbolic, Haggai is very straight, but like Zechariah, just as exciting. These classes

are super because you have a great background to fall back on and the time is critical. The 

temple must be finished.. the work there must be in full swing and the city of Jerusalem 

must be inhabited and the walls must be in place. In less then 400 years, God's Son will be

coming through its gates on the back of a donkey. People must be there to welcome Him 

in. He will be the one who will fill that temple with His Glory. At the time of Haggai and 

Zechariah, Mount Zion is an abandoned hill. Haggai´s message to the leaders.. "Get the 

lead out.. and start working even if it costs you your lives".   On Wednesdays, we are now 

in Revelation chapter 14. 

    In Calexico, we are now in Romans chapter 15.  We will not be having a mid-week 

class until about February of next year if the Lord allows. The Spanish-speaking group in 

El Centro have asked us to visit them on Wednesday evenings so that we can share with 

them the class from the Book of Zechariah. They are in great need of spiritual help. We 

are more than willing to extend a hand. Both Zechariah and Haggai are fresh in my mind 

and we believe that they help them. They might be old books, but applications for our 

lives are all over those two books. 

    Our visits with our friends who are interested in the things of God continue steady. Our

friend Isela Lara is showing signs of improvement. She is the lady with severe Multiple 

Sclerosis. Two years ago she broke her hip and early this year she broke her femur. This 

has confined her to a bed. I visit them almost every day since they live only a couple of 

blocks from us. Her dad and I made a contraption so that she can do pull-ups in her bed. 

Little by little her strength is returning. Both her parents, Don Jesús and Doña Dora have 

both injured themselves lifting her. If she regains her strength in her arms, we are hoping 



that she will be able to lift herself on to the wheelchair. When I visit, I go over my classes 

with them because they like to hear the stories of the Bible. I ask them questions so as to 

stimulate their interest in Christ. It is hard to get them to focus on salvation when they are 

completely focused in their daughter´s illness. They hear of a God who healed people of 

leprosy, blindness and other diseases, but He will not heal their daughter. It is not easy for 

me to tell them that there is another illness that is far more devastating than MS, but I tell 

them and they receive it politely. 

    Our classes with Doña Ramona are coming along well. She and Brother Juan Leyva 

take notes and Juan loves to pitch in with his comments. She has so many questions that 

we have to stop here and there to settle her doubts. We stay away from our own opinions 

and direct her to the Word of God. Her brother continues to enter the room but will not sit 

down with us. He is just in the back listening. I´ve seen that before and several times those

in the back ask to be baptized first. 

    Some sad news, but nothing new in the Kingdom of God. Two sisters have decided to 

stop attending. They will not tell us why. One of them assures us that she will come back 

and that she loves us dearly. To me, it is a sign that the church is like a club. The Word of 

God tells us that the church is our SPIRITUAL FAMILY.  Even in the flesh, we are not to

treat our parents or siblings like that. When we are going to be away, we must inform the 

brethren "why?". 

    We pray for our sick here. Two brothers especially have been absent for over 3 months. 

Both were active in leading prayer and teaching class.  One, Brother Jesús Ayon has 

extreme high blood pressure. His arteries are so bad that the meds only help so much. 

Brother Uribe has a number of health issues, the one that bothers him the most are 

varicose veins in his legs. I also believe that he has a very weak heart. He was a chain-

smoker and sometimes those bad habits can come back and bite us. Sister Gloria has 

vertigo, but the last two months she has been doing much better. The rest of us.. all with 

our aches and other permanent illnesses but we can still "defend ourselves" as they say.

    Well, this month I was able to buy some eye-glasses. I got two, one for reading and 

another pair for working and exercising. The eye doctor told me that I have cataracts in 

both eyes. It is a little expensive to have them removed, but I decided to put it off for now,

not because of the cost, but because I want to investigate before I make the decision. If 

there is someone who can give me some advice, please give it. I can see very well with 

these new glasses. My eye-sight has improved about 15 percent in 4 years. I don't know 

what did that, but I knew my old glasses had a -7.5 point diopters.. these new ones have a 

-6.  My eyes feel so much relaxed. 

    This past month we got to spend a whole day with mom. She is in San Diego with my 

sisters. My mom has Alzheimer's. She knew I was one of her sons and I'm satisfied with 

that.  She gets confused and sometimes just walks away, but if you ask her: "mom, wanna 

play some poker..?", she runs for a place on the table. She still beats me. 

     Very well beloved, this is all for now. Its great talking with you. You are great 

listeners. 

     The Good Lord bless you. 

Your brother in Christ, 
Raymond Gonzalez


