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   To the beloved in the Lord who congregate to worship God together in the city of 

Lakeside. We remember you when we pray. The Good Lord grant you a measure of health 

to allow you to meet with the brethren. May He continue to bless you with knowledge 

because God keeps us young at heart with the hope of eternal life.  
 

    Our Brother Glauco who is now married to Sister Martha Mendoza from Santa Ana, El 

Salvador, bought me the ticket to fly down with him. He is currently immigrating her to 

the USA but has run into some bureaucracy. The paperwork should be done by January of 

2017. This was probably the shortest trip we have taken, less than 17 days, from June 14 

thru the 30th. Preaching was from the 15th through the 29th. It was nonstop for me and 

probably for the rest of the crew. All together, Dane, Glauco and I visited a total of 17 

congregations. Most of the churches are doing fairly well. I will give you a report on the 

churches that I visited and just mention if necessary points of interest on others. Glauco 

does not make reports. 
 

    The church here in Mexicali did well during my absence. A brother from San Luis was 

invited to preach but his father fell ill and had to cancel. Brother Andres Hernandez was 

ready to teach both the class and provide a sermon. My Martha told me he did an excellent 

job and is very proud of him.  

    Our classes with outsiders continue as usual. We have another class scheduled for 

Fridays. Brother Juan Leyva has been doing his own evangelism and one of his former 

fellow workers wants to learn a bit more before being baptized.  

    On Monday June 6th, we attended a catholic wake for the brother of Sister María 

Reynoso. The family asked me to speak to them. I was glad to do so. It is rare that a 

"protestant" is allowed to speak at a catholic wake. I spoke to the family about the need to 

know the Lord and that God has not left us without a tool.. a way.. a Word.  The Lord 

expects all people to search Him out and find Him (Acts 17:26-27).  

 

    Trip To El Salvador 

                                   Iglesia de Cristo Las Viñas 
                                        June 15-19 
 

    My part of the work began in Ahuachapan. It is the capital of the state or department of 

Ahuachapan. It is on the extreme west side of the country and it borders with Guatemala. 

This church was organized by Brother Hugo Luna back in 1991 or near that date. The 

Clemente brothers, 4 of them along with their wives had been withdrawn from by the 

Central or mother church of Christ for being rebellious to their demands. They were 

humiliated because they had very little schooling and were not fit to preach because they 

were not graduates of the school of preaching. They began with the help of Brother Luna 

to meet in homes and then one of the brothers donated a small piece of land to build a 

place to meet. Problems arose and there was a division. The problems were petty but 

being "children", the division was not avoided. For about 15 years, the two groups 



continued and even reconciliated. Hugo Luna worked with both groups and things were 

rolling well. Then Adan Clemente, the elder of the Clemente brothers passed away 

suddenly in 2012. He was the more reasonable of the brothers and always sought the way 

of peace. A week later, Brother Luna passes away and all of a sudden, those churches 

were without two of the most trusted brethren in the region. It did not take long before 

strife began to enter through the malicious accusations of a brother who wanted to take 

over the work of Hugo Luna. None of the accusations have been proven and the one who 

made the accusations refuses to show his face. Long story short, another church has 

sprung up in Ahuachapan. Now there are 3 congregations there.. El Puente, El Nopal and 

now Las Viñas. Glauco preached at El Puente and I preached at Las Viñas. I was citied for 

choosing the new group.  

    This new church is made up of 2 young men and 2 older brothers plus about 7 sisters.  

This church did not break off from El Nopal church. One by one they withdrew their 

membership because of accusations and humiliations from the pulpit. Most live close to 

each other. After a while they decided to start meeting and that is how the Iglesia de Cristo 

Las Viñas began. They are happy and are looking for a place to rent. At this time they are 

meeting in the living room of a sister in Christ. They have been condemned to hell for 

"dividing" the church. I met with the brother who condemned them and we spoke for 2 

hours on the issue of local autonomy and church membership. He is a proud man but I 

hold out hope that he will see the errors that were made. One brother who preaches there 

is teaching that Jesus was just a man and not God in the flesh. One sister who could not 

resist, talked to the men about the teaching and they told her that since she was a woman, 

she could not rebuke them. The brother who rejects the divinity of our Lord has been a 

trouble maker since I´ve known him. These men think they can place membership 

anywhere and that the brethren are obligated to accept them.  

    The church at El Nopal has also accepted the "One Bread" doctrine. There must be only  

one large piece of bread on the plate and that each member must tear off a portion. If not 

done that way, it is a sin. A very dear older preacher left a young and reckless brother in 

charge of teaching that doctrine in El Salvador. He was able to convince a few of the men 

here. For the life of me, I don´t know why they continue to use cups. 

    I was with the Viñas church for 5 days and they took advantage of me. I presented to 

them the book of Zechariah. We are still insisting that the brethren spend time in the Old 

Testament. I don´t know of a church in El Salvador that has studied the Book of 

Revelation. Some brethren are scared of it, but in order to understand Revelation, we need 

to store a symbolic code that is presented first in the O.T.  It is part of God´s language. I 

presented Zechariah in as simple a manner as possible. I took my time because they said 

that I could speak as long as I wanted (brave of them). Most of the lessons lasted about 55 

minutes, except the first one.. that one was 70 minutes. I gave them some homework.. 

mostly reading the last chapter from II Chronicles, Haggai and 3 chapters from Zechariah. 

After the first session, things moved along very well. 

     In their homes we dealt with other issues and problems. The women especially were 

hurt. Using the pulpit with anger to rebuke women can have lasting effects.  One of the 

sisters who was bleeding inside is one of the most loveable and peaceful sisters I know. 

She never opened her mouth, but she was accused of going along with the "rebels". She 

was the last to withdraw her membership. She told me, "even after the brethren had gone 

peacefully, the accusations continued until I could not support it anymore. It was good to 

visit with her and see her smiling again. 



 

                                                      Iglesia de Cristo  

     Colonia San Francisco 

      San Miguel 

June 20-22 
 

   On Monday the 20th, we say good bye to the brethren at Las Viñas and we head east on 

the Pan American Highway. San Miguel is the capital of the department of San Miguel. It 

is a city of about 1 million people. There are 4 churches in San Miguel. Dane will be with 

the church at Moncauga (6 miles east of San Miguel) and Glauco with the brethren in 

Sesori (17 miles north-east of Moncagua).  

   I first met the brethren in San Miguel in 1986. It was the time of the civil war but it 

seemed secondary to the brethren. They wanted to hear the Good News. Brother Luis 

Guevara has been working with these brethren long before I came. Brother Guevara was 

ill the last two times we visited here.  He battled a liver ailment for 4 years and I did not 

think I would see him again. He is close to 80 years of age. He decided to get rid of all the 

medication and has been on a diet of veggies, chicken and fish. He looked like his old 

self.. energetic, but we could tell that the illness took a toll on him.  

   Here again, the message was the same. The need to study the Old Testament. Again I 

taught from Zechariah. We started slow with an introduction. We covered only one 

chapter but that was enough to get their motors going.  Here the brethren gave me a 55 

minute span. Some of the brethren will have to walk some distance to catch a bus and we 

don't want them walking in the dark.   

    The church has a membership here of about 40.  There is a good representation of 

mature men who can preach, sing, lead, pray and serve. We had good attendance every 

evening. The crime situation here is moderate. We can still walk in the evenings but not at 

night nor go into other neighborhoods day or night. The gangs have taken over much of 

the country and all businesses have guards with shotguns, rifles and pistols. Worst than 

when the war was on.  

     Here in San Miguel, we visit during the morning and we meet in the evening. It rained 

just about every day we were in El Salvador. I mean it poured. It's the rainy season. There 

are plants growing everywhere. There are avocados, mangos and other fruits piled up and 

rotting because the ground is producing more than what people can eat or sell. Just 

beautiful with the flowers, trees and large leaf plants. 

    When we plan our trips, most of us want to stay with Luis and Teresa Guevara. Not 

only does Luis know most of what is going on, he has a nice house. Teresa is probably the 

best cook in the sisterhood and let me tell you the competition is intense. But now that 

both are on this veggie diet, the menu is limited. Teresa told me that she would make 

anything I desired, but I told her that I also need to be on that diet. One more thing, Luis 

had an air-conditioner installed in the living room. For the first time in San Miguel, I had 

to use a blanket at night!  Yippee! 

    By the third lesson, brethren are excited about Zechariah. The men are all taking notes 

and some have questions. They like this. I tell the brethren that when we read Mt.21:1-5 

where it says that the Lord came into Jerusalem on the foal of a donkey, that there is a 

tremendous drama behind the quotation from Zech.9:9.  We miss out on the power of God 

to do the impossible when we just say, "that is a quote from the Old Testament". A good 

look at the context of Zechariah 9:9 will reinforce our faith. 



     

Iglesia del Caulotillo 

Canton San Antonio 

Departamento La Unión 

June 23-26 
 

   From San Miguel we travel about 15 miles south-east to a small village called El 

Caulotillo, just south city of San Antonio. We come to the home of Brother Agustin 

Herrera. His wife Sister Martha is also on a health diet. They are eating less meat and 

more veggies trying to eat as much organic as possible. There is a big lot of purslane 

growing on their property. I commented to Sister Martha; "I see you have a lot of organic 

purslane..".  She did not know it was that good!  I made me a big bowl of salad..mmmm 

good.  There is a large number of people who are getting ill, especially liver and kidney 

failure and many say that some of the foods are over sprayed with chemicals.  

    The church here is about 30 members with plenty of young people who serve. Brother 

Agustin Herrera has been the preacher here for about 30 years. This congregation has been 

one of the more steady that I´ve known. Most of the older brethren have passed away. I 

miss Brother Felix, a good bible student. Also Brother Adrian passed away a couple of  

years ago.  About 20 years ago, I spent one whole week with the brethren here as they 

suffered through a great trial.  

    Brother Gerardo also helps with the preaching. He is one of those brothers who loves to 

ask questions and loves to have them answered with bibles opened. He is now in his 70s 

and says that he wants to die here. He has family in the states who want him to go and 

leave that dangerous area.  

    Caulotillo was one of the more dangerous places to visit. When Brother Agustin invited 

me to the hardware store, he had me remove my bandana. We went on bikes and I did not 

see any gang members or anyone guarding the entrance to the little town. Agustin told me 

that it was intolerable last year. The "maras" as they are known had taken over the town. 

But someone had had enough. All of a sudden, people came in cars with tinted windows, 

armed to their teeth and began executing the gang members. In one night, 13 young boys, 

all gang members were executed. The parents were told not to hold any funerals. They 

were taken right from where they were shot to the cemetery and buried. There was no 

investigation.. nothing. A few nights later, 7 more and then the 5 more. Only 3 remain and 

they do not go out of their hiding places.  It's hard to order this in the mind. On one hand, 

you feel for these very young boys who have grown up without love or guidance. On the 

other, the statistics reveal that nothing else has worked to change their minds. So far, the 

physical elimination of these gangs seems to be the only solution. Very sad state of affairs. 

     The classes here from Haggai and Zechariah went even more smoothly. On Sunday 

morning, the last day of the meeting, the brethren began asking questions. We were 

having some spiritual fun when I told them that if we kept this up, we would not be able to 

wrap up the Book of Zechariah. In all the churches that we studied from Zechariah, I 

reminded them that it was alright if we disagree on the understanding of the visions. As 

long as we stay in the historical timeline, we can not get too far away from the intent of 

the symbols. By the end of the study, I was asking questions as we recapped the book. It 

was so satisfying to see them answering the questions with smiles on their faces.  

 

San Rafael Cedros 



Departamento de Cuscatlan 

June 27-28 Mornings 
 

   This small group of believers is struggling to maintain the Bible pattern. Here again the 

problem is that the preachers want to control the brethren. Preachers from the central 

church (again, the mother church) were coming to help them. That was fine until they told 

them that they needed to take the offering back with them. When the church refused, they 

stopped coming. The group is made up of 4 mothers, one brother who is suffering from 

kidney failure and about 10 young people, all under the age of 20.  

    The crime situation here is not that bad. It is a small town but has a very active police 

force and a military presence. We were able to meet without any problems.  

     This church was not in the schedule, but we had the mornings off and we decided to 

visit and see how we could help them. Brother Jaime and Luis Guevara came along to get 

to know them. Both know all of the tricks of the central church.  

    On our way here, we first dropped Glauco off in Santa María de Usulutan. We were not 

allowed to enter the neighborhood without an escort. Three brothers were waiting for us to 

take us in. Brother Manuel Salgado jr does most of the preaching here. He had to inform 

the gang members that he had some visitors wanting to come in. We waited at a gasoline 

station until we got the green light. Terrible! 

     In San Rafael Cedros, we visited the brother that is ill and we encouraged him to keep 

up his hopes. Most people who suffer this illness do not last long. He would be about the 

8th brother to get this disease. Besides him, another brother from San Miguel suffers the 

same illness. All the rest have passed away. The illness attacks all ages and so far only 

men. Some believe that it is the pesticides used on the sugarcane. We just got word that 

the brother in San Rafael Cedros will be attending with illness and all to lead the church 

during Sunday worship.  

     We spent 3 hours looking at the Word. One of the requests was "What is worship?" 

After our study, a light lunch and off we go promising to return tomorrow morning. The 

following day we returned early in the morning and we had a nice long class on the Holy 

Spirit and then a sermon. By 3:00 p.m. we say our good byes.  

 

El Triunfo 

Departamento de Cuscatlan 

June 27-29 Evenings 
 

     This group of brethren has been metting in this village for about 38 years. The brother 

and sister who were the first to obey the gospel were Brother Santos and his wife, Sister 

Virginia. The sister passed away 7 years ago and Brother Santos passed last year at the age 

of 101.  When we first met the group they were under the oversight of the central church 

with a membership of about 20. Today they number above 60 and with their trust in God,  

have taken the gospel to a couple of other villages close by where there are now two more 

churches working independently.  

     The two brothers who lead the group are Cupertino Gonzalez and Mario Gonzalez, 

brothers in Christ and in the flesh. There are plenty of younger men who lead in the 

singing and service on the Lord´s Day. This church has many more women than men 

which is not rare in El Salvador.  

    Here again I began my class from Zechariah. It does not take long for me to realize they 

are completely lost. I slow down and ask a few simple questions about the Babylonian 



captivity and I begin a timeline going back to Abraham. It will be the only lesson I present 

from Zechariah. The problem here is a lack of Old Testament knowledge. On the first 

night, after the meeting, Brother Cupertino had some questions from Isaiah concerning the 

"wolf and the lamb" (Isa.11:1-6). He had no idea what the prophet was talking about. I 

asked him why this passage was bothering him so much. His answer was that the Watch 

Tower people keep quoting it to support a physical kingdom. We stayed up late into the 

night explaining passages from the prophets and Revelation. We have been insisting with 

them but they think it's a waste of time and besides, the "Old Testament has been nailed to 

the cross". Well, now that he is being attacked along with other members they're starting 

to see the value of reading and meditating on "all scripture" (II Tim.3:16). They know the 

stories from Genesis and I and II Samuel, but they have not ventured into the prophets.   

    The last 3 days of the trip were spent here at El Triunfo and another church close by, 

Istahua. We were busy all day. I think I forgot to drink enough water because when we got 

home, I was ill with stomach cramps. I was dehydrated and very exhausted. Had not felt 

that way in a while. It was time well spent and we expect the brethren to plunge into the 

Old Testament. I am ready to help them through email or Facebook.  

 

    During the trip we visited one other church in El Matazono Tres. Here the brethren are 

allowed to congregate only on Sundays. It is probably the most dangerous place in El 

Salvador. The gangs have complete control of this suburb of the capital as well as the 

neighboring suburbs. We were with them on Sunday the 19th in the afternoon. They need 

to find another place to meet. The number here has increased to about 22 members.  

 

   Well beloved, that about wraps up the report. Anyone with questions feel free to contact 

me at raygon1480@yahoo.com.  

 

    Another reason for the tardiness of this report is that I had a little accident a coupe of 

days ago. Several things broke down while we were away. A refrigerator, the 

air/conditioner here at the house and Martha's car over heated. Well, I decided to try and 

fix Martha's car. I had the car running, waiting for the cooling fan on the radiator to come 

on when the radiator blew.  I got 2nd degree burns on my right arm, arm pit and neck 

below the ear down to my shoulder. I was able to call Martha and get ready to see a doctor 

close to the house. He examined me really well, made sure I did not suffer any internal 

injuries. Gave me a shot that would knock me out along with antibiotic cream and a pain 

killer to be dissolved under my tongue.  So now I have to stay indoors for 10 days. The 

pain was so intense I thought I was going to pass out. I see now why people go into shock 

when suffering burns. Right now I'm fine. Brethren and friends have been coming over 

offering assistance and comfort. I have no pain, only blisters and a little discomfort. Thank 

you for your prayers beloved.  

 

   In the behalf of the brethren here and in El Salvador, we thank you from the bottom of 

our hearts for the help and for remembering us in your petitions before the Almighty.  

 

      Your brother in Christ,  
        Raymond Gonzalez 


